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TVA invites comments on latest electricity plan through 2050

The Tennessee Valley Authority on Monday re-
leased the newest draft of a plan to adjust its mix of
power plants and meet rising electricity demand
through 2050, kicking off a month-long public com-
ment period.

TVA began working on the plan with a group of invi-
ted stakeholders in 2023, but the approval was de-
layed in part by President Donald Trump firing sev-
eral members of the agency's board of directors.
The board lacked a quorum to vote on the plan for
more than nine months.

Trump has since appointed four directors to the
board who voted in February to keep TVA's two larg-
est coal-fired power plants open beyond their previ-
ously scheduled retirements. The energy plan draft
shows TVA plans to phase out its four remaining
coal plants by 2039 rather than 2035, a goal year
the agency adopted under former President Joe Bi-
den.

(READ MORE: TVA's customers broadly support
keeping coal plants open)

TVA will host a public virtual meeting on July 2 to
provide an overview of the plan, called the integra-
ted resource plan. Members of the public can regis-
ter for the webinar and submit comments through
July 22 at tva.com/irp.

"TVA has conducted dozens of public engagements
over the past 36 months," TVA spokesperson Scott
Fiedler said in a phone call. "This is just ongoing
outreach to ensure transparency and understanding
for the public.”

The TVA board is set to consider the plan at its next
quarterly meeting, scheduled for Aug. 20 in Jack-
son, Tennessee. The board could approve, amend
or send the plan back to TVA officials for further
work, Fiedler said.

GROWTH SCENARIOS

The plan considers three scenarios for conditions
outside the agency's control, including rapid growth
in energy demand and future legislation targeting
carbon emissions. The plan responds with three
possible strategies, including TVA's current outlook,
greater investment in innovative technologies and
more distributed energy, like batteries and solar
panels.

TVA, the nation's largest government-owned power
provider, last approved one of the plans in 2019 af-
ter a decade during which its growth in demand for
electricity was essentially flat. The agency is now
meeting higher peaks in power demand driven by
artificial intelligence data centers and population



growth.

TVA, created by Congress in 1933, serves around 10
million people and businesses across Tennessee
and parts of six neighboring states. Its headquar-
ters are in Knoxville, and its power operations base
is in Chattanooga.

(SIGN UP: Get Business news from the Times Free
Press in your inbox five days a week by going to
timesfreepress.com/business)

Appalachian Voices, an environmental group that
advocates for carbon-free energy sources, said the
timeline for approving the new plan would leave the
TVA board little time to incorporate public feedback.
The group encouraged residents of the region to
submit comments.

"TVA was built by the labor and wallets of the
households of the Tennessee Valley,' Leah McCord,
the group's projects and coalition coordinator in
Tennessee, said in a press release. "We hope those
same ratepayers take advantage of this chance to
tell TVA to prioritize their needs by investing in effi-
ciency and affordable, fast, renewable energy in-
stead of doubling down on expensive fossil fuels
and the unpredictability that comes along with
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them."

Climate groups have criticized TVA's plan to meet
power demand in the near term by building large
natural gas-fired power plants, which burn a fossil
fuel composed mainly of methane.

TVA revised its planning policy in January in re-
sponse to an executive order signed by Trump to
assert sole discretion in seeking public feedback on
projects with major environmental impacts.

Contact business reporter Daniel Dassow at ddas-
sow@timesfreepress.com or 423-757-6318.
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